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Provide tools and information to facilitate 

effective project planning and a smooth 

application process.



 Determining when a permit is required.

 Types of permits used for voluntary 
restoration projects (GAs and IPs)

 Application forms

 Drawings and other helpful hints



Location

The activity must be conducted in a “water of the state”

Volume

The activity must meet the volume thresholds for a permit

Whether or not the project is exempt



Waters of the State include

 Streams (perennial and intermittent)

 Rivers

 Lakes and Ponds

 Tidal Bays and Estuaries

 Wetlands

 The Ocean

 Other artificially created waters 



 50 cy of removal and/or fill or in wetlands 
within waters of the state

 Any amount of removal-fill in ESH streams 
and Scenic Waterways



 For Wetlands:  within the approved wetland 
boundary

 For streams, rivers, lakes and ponds:  
Ordinary High Water (OHW)

 For tidal areas:  Highest Measured Tide (HMT)



 Volumes of material, temporary or permanent, that 
are placed, excavated or moved within a 
jurisdictional area. 

 Add all the volumes for each regulated activity for 
the entire project

 If the volume thresholds are met, a permit is 
required.  



Non-wetlands  

Include the amount below OHW or HMT (in tidal areas). For 

excavation, include the amount below the OHW down to the 

full extent of the excavation.

Wetlands

Fill is measured to the height of the fill (excluding buildings 

and other structures) and removal includes all excavation, to 
the full extent, within the wetland boundary.









Two types:

Notification Not Required 

Notification required at least 30 days prior to 
beginning ground disturbing activity



 < 50 cy for construction and maintenance of 
fish passage and fish screening structures 

 project must comply with ODFW fish passage 
statutes 

 Includes removal of material that inhibits fish 
passage or prevents fish screens from 
functioning properly



Maintenance or reconstruction of water control structures 
such as culverts, dikes, dams, levees, etc. if: 

(a) The project meets the definition of maintenance. 

(b) The structure was serviceable within the past five 
years.

(c) The maintenance or reconstruction would not 
significantly adversely affect wetlands or other waters 
to a greater than the original construction.  





Widening a structure by no more than 20 

percent of its original footprint if necessary to 
maintain its serviceability. 





Three of them require a notice form 30 days before 
starting the project: 
 1) Ditch and drain tile removal 
 2) Placement of large wood, boulders and 

spawning gravels
 3) Other activities customarily associated with 

habitat restoration in ESH  

The notice form allows DSL to track the use of the 
exemption, make compliance inspections, evaluate 
the effect of the exemption, and to respond to 
citizen complaints about potential unauthorized 
activities. 



 Individual Permits (IPs) are issued for projects 
that do not qualify for a General 
Authorization or General Permit and have 
more than minimal impacts to wetlands or 
waterways.

 General Authorizations (GAs) are an 
expedited process for nine specific types of 
removal-fill activities that have minimal 
adverse effects.



 Streambank Stabilization

 Waterway  Habitat Restoration

 Wetland Ecosystem Restoration 



 Only fill out the relevant pages

 Notification based

 Eligibility determination within 30 days

 If ineligible or incomplete, can re-submit



 Use the most up-to-date application from the DSL Web site. 

 Present the information so that a person unfamiliar with the 
project or site can understand the project. 

 The information should be presented in the required blocks 
on the application forms.  

 If all the information does not fit in the block of the form, 
provide a summary in the block of the application and an 
attachment for the details.  

 Supporting  assessments and plans should be included as 
attachments.  

http://www.oregonstatelands.us/DSL/PERMITS/forms.shtml
http://www.oregonstatelands.us/DSL/PERMITS/forms.shtml


 Extraneous information, like regulation citations, slows the review process.  

 Wetland delineation reports should be submitted under separate cover.  If 

the delineation is already approved, attach the concurrence letter with the 

approved map.  

 Use tables and bullets whenever possible to display complicated 

information. 

 Binding and section dividers are not necessary and require additional 

handling.  

 The application completeness checklist and compensatory wetland 

mitigation plan checklist should be used as a final check of required items.

http://www.oregonstatelands.us/DSL/PERMITS/docs/app_review_check.pdf
http://www.oregonstatelands.us/DSL/PERMITS/docs/app_mit_ck.pdf
http://www.oregonstatelands.us/DSL/PERMITS/docs/app_mit_ck.pdf


 Not all the requirements are on the 

application form (JPA)

 All the requirements are in the OARS

 Not all items listed in staff notes make 

the application incomplete-notes are 

made by staff to assist on technical 

issues.



 Project description RF volumes and 
acreage

 Legal Description- TRS Tax Lot
 Latitude and Longitude
 Lack of property owner signature
 Lack of Coastal Zone Certification
 Lack of land Use compatibility Signature
 Inadequate drawings:

◦ Areas of RF not marked
◦ Jurisdictional boundaries not marked



A description of all the proposed removal-fill 

activities, temporary and permanent

A table that lists each individual activity with 

corresponding acreage, dimensions (if 

appropriate) and volume, with reference to a 

location on the site plans.

Not all R-F activity results in impact (adverse 

effect) that requires mitigation



For most voluntary habitat restoration projects, an 

alternatives analysis is not required.  

For bank stabilizations projects, a description of 

alternative bank stabilization strategies is needed if 
bioengineering is not used for the individual permit  



At least 3 are required for all applications

 Location Map

 Plan View

 Cross Section



Location maps should:
 Be of sufficient scale and detail to allow someone 

who is unfamiliar with the area to drive to the site 
from the nearest town or highway intersection. 

 Show the nearest main road and intersections. 
 Show the boundaries of the entire project, not just 

the impact site.
 Show any off-site mitigation areas.  

Maps to use:
 MapQuest or Google show roads
 USGS can accompany a road map to provide a 

landscape perspective. 



 The entire project 

 Existing and proposed contours, as applicable

 Jurisdictional boundaries by resource type (i.e., wetland boundary 

by Cowardin and HGM class and location of OHW)

 Stormwater outfalls, if applicable

 Clear identification of the areas proposed for all removal-fill 

activities. Use cross-hatching and labels (wetland A, B etc) and 

reference them in the project description. 

 Staging areas and equipment or construction access

 Location of the cross sections

 Compensatory mitigation areas



 A vertical and horizontal scale

 The existing and proposed ground elevations

 Jurisdictional boundaries (e.g., OHW or wetland boundary)

 The proposed water elevation, if applicable

 Any structures or construction limits

To be meaningful, the location of cross sections 
on the plan view should be in the area of 
greatest extent of removal-fill activity. 



 Generally, full wetland delineation is not 
required for voluntary restoration projects

 Estimate the boundary using maps and 
elevations and ground truth with sample 
plots

 If upland is created through berm 
construction or other structures, an 
evaluation of the net benefit must be made to 
determine if there is a mitigation obligation



On our Web site

http://oregonstatelands.us/

 The Removal-Fill Guide 

 The Administrative Rules

 Application forms

 Application Instructions

 Applications in process

http://oregonstatelands.us/
http://oregonstatelands.us/


Questions?


